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Risø DTU, Technical University of Denmark

Memorandum of understanding 1990
• Based on agreement 

between Risø, UNEP and 
Danida. Located at Risø DTU 
since 1990.

• Mandate is to support and 
promote UNEP activities in 
the areas of energy and 
climate change, with a 
special emphasis on 
developing countries



Risø DTU, Technical University of Denmark

UNEP Collaborating Centre on Energy and 

Environment , C2e2 News May 1995

The Centre pursues its 
objective:
• through the initiation of and 

participation in UNEP-sponsored 
projects directed at energy-
environment studies at national and 
regional level

• through research and methodological 
development on energy-environment 
issues and climate change mitigation

• through technical support to UNEP 
programmes on Energy, Climate and 
the the Global Environment Facility 
(GEF)

Selected activities:
• Energy-Environment in China
• Integrated Resource Planning 

including Demand Side management 
(DSM)

• Local and Regional Energy Related 
Environmental Issues

• Cross-sectoral assessment of climate 
change mitigation options

• Scientific assessment of climate 
change

• Energy planning in Africa



Risø DTU, Technical University of Denmark

Management and policy committee (MPC)

• MPC with members from the three 
founding organisations and the head 
of the centre have among others:

• responsibility for policy and 
programme matters

• semi-annual status meeting
• review and approve collaboration 

agreements

Nairobi, January 1994



Risø DTU, Technical University of Denmark

Establishment of Scientific Advisory Panel 
(SAP) in 1995
• SAP assist the management and MPC in exercising its overall 

responsibility for policy and programme matters like:
• strategic advice
• scientific advice
• assessments of relevance, quality and impact of activities



Risø DTU, Technical University of Denmark

UNEP 10 Years

Minister for Development 
Cooperation Anita Bay 
Bundegaard

Executive Director Claus 
Topfer



Risø DTU, Technical University of Denmark

The UNEP Collaborating Centre 
on Energy and Environment
UNEP Centre at Risø held in June 
1994 an international conference 
entitled "National Action to Mitigate 
Global Climate Change." The 
conference was part of the 
international process on climate 
convention after ratification of more 
than 50 countries came into force on 
21 March this year.
The conference, which had 175 
participants from more than 60 
countries and numerous international 
organizations, focused on how the 
intentions of the Convention can be 
translated into national action. 

•Integrating environmental aspects in 
the energy policy in India and China



Risø DTU, Technical University of Denmark

Special role for COP15

http://www.sealthedeal2009.org/


Risø DTU, Technical University of Denmark

Visit by Sylvie Lemmet

2007:

Visit by Head of 
Division for 
Technology, 
Industry and 
Economy, Sylvie 
Lemmet.



Risø DTU, Technical University of Denmark

EU’s Energy Globe Award
Thursday, April 12, 2007 
UNEP Risø employee 
received EU's Energy Globe 
Award.

Since 2003, Jyoti Painuly 
from UNEP Risø Centre has 
been working on providing 
energy for thousands of 
Indian households using 
solar home systems 
financed in an 
unconventional way. His 
work was rewarded with 
the prestigious Energy 
Globe Award at a TV show 
in the EU Parliament 
building in Brussels. 



Risø DTU, Technical University of Denmark

Becoming a Global Leader in CDM
One specific example of this is that the 
CDM Executive Board in its decisions 
related to furthering regional 
distribution at Bali specifically stated:
Encourage UNEP/UNEP RISOE to further 
expand its current work on handbooks 
and manuals about the preparation of 
CDM project activities, in particular 
covering topics such as:
•the use of methodologies and best 
practice for their successful 
applications;
•case studies;
•PDDs templates which would require 
minimal customization efforts by users 
in order to reduce the transaction costs 
related to validation.



Risø DTU, Technical University of Denmark

Carbon Finance and CDM
- an example of the URC approach



Risø DTU, Technical University of Denmark

Visit by the new minister and by 
Achim Steiner 

12 September 2006: 
Minister for Development Cooperation 

Ulla Tørnæs together with Managing 
Director Jørgen Kjems, Risø

13 April 2007:

Visit by UNEP’s Managing Director 
Achim Steiner. 



Risø DTU, Technical University of Denmark

IPCC

Bureau membership

Global assessments

•Second assessment

•Third assessment

•Fourth assessment

Special reports

•Technology Transfer

•Scenarios

•Carbon Capture and Storage

•Renewable Energy and Climate



Risø DTU, Technical University of Denmark

Roskilde Festival 2009
10 July 2009:
A good chat 
about everything 
that we can do to 
reduce CO2 
accumulation in 
the world during 
Roskilde Festival 
2009



Risø DTU, Technical University of Denmark

UNEP Risø Centre’s three programmes



Risø DTU, Technical University of Denmark

New management structure



Risø DTU, Technical University of Denmark

GGGI
• The Korean GGGI recently 

established its first regional 
office in Denmark at DTU, 
which we are very proud of. 
The Centre was a decisive 
factor in attracting this new 
office to DTU and it has 
already led to a number of 
specific collaborative actions.



Risø DTU, Technical University of Denmark

The special setup of URC in 2011

• Integrated part of both Risø DTU and UNEP DTIE Paris
• Core research budget
• More than 40 economists and scientists from 17 different nations
• Access to a broad range of energy scientists and specialists at DTU
• A wide network of collaborating institutions, NGO’s and partners in 50 

developing countries
• Institution with focus on high standards for procedures, transparency and 

accounting



Risø DTU, Technical University of Denmark

UNEP Risø Centre –
Energy, Climate and 
Sustainable Development

•International research team of 40 
economists and scientists
•Based on agreement between Risø
DTU, UNEP and Danida. Located at 
Risø DTU since 1990
•Mandate is to support and promote 
UNEP activities in the areas of energy 
and climate change, with a special 
emphasis on developing countries 



Risø DTU, Technical University of Denmark

Global portfolio of projects
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